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Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


(A) INTERNAL RETAIL PRICE RANGES FOR CAMEROONIAN COFFEE, 
WHICH BLENDS ARABICA AND ROBUSTA, IN DOLLARS 

PER POUND WERE: NOVEMBER 1974, $1.30 - $1.60; SEPTEMBER 
1975, $1.45 - $1.75; FEBRUARY 1976, $1.45 - $1.80. 

(B) MOST LOCAL ROASTING IS DONE BY PRODUCERS ON SMALL 
SCALE WHTH ONLY ONE MAIOR COFFEE ROASTING COMPANY. LATTER 
PAID GURC SET PRICES TO PRODUCERS (SEE PARA D BELOW). 

(C) COFFEE EXPORTS PROVIDE APPROXIMATELY 30 PER CENT 
CAMEROON'S TOTAL EXPORT INCOME. THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN EXPORT POLICIES, AND GURC CONTINUES 
TO ENCOURAGE EXPANDED COFFEE PRODUCTION FOR EXPORT (SEE 
PARA E BELOW). 

(D) COFFEE PRICES PAID TO PRODUCERS IN DOLLARS PER POUND 
WERE: 


CROP YEAR 74/75 CROP YEAR 75/7 

6 

ROBUSTA (SUPERIOR) $0.28 $0.30 

ARABICA (BASE PRICE) $0.35 $0.38 

ARABICA PRODUCERS ARE ALSO GIVEN SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENT 
AT END OF CROP YEAR BASED ON FINAL SALES EARNINGS 
MINUE EXPENSES OF MARKETING ORGANIZATIONS. 

(E) NE NEW MEASURES HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED SINCE THE FROST. 
GURC IS CONTINUING, AS BEFORE, TO SUBSIDIZE FERTILIZER TO 
FARMERS AND HAS AN AGREEMENT WITH FAO TO OBTAIN 
FERTILIZERS AT MINIMUM COST. HOWEVER, FERTILIZER COST 
HAS SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED, AND PART OF INCREASE 
HAS BEEN PASSED ON TO FARMERS. THIS WILL MOST LIKELY 
SLIGHTLY REDUCE FERTILIZER USAGE AND SUBSEQUENT COFFEE 
PRODUCTION. 

2. TO BEST EMBASSY KNOWLEDGE GURC FULLY INTENDS TO 
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CASH IN ON INCREASED COFFEE PRICES WITH MAXIMUM EXPORS. 
CAMEROON COFFEE PRODUCTION, WHILE VITAL TO CAMEROON, 

IS MINOR FACTOR ON WORLD MARKET, AND CAMEROON IS PRICE- 
TAKER, NOT SETTER. 

SPIRO 
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